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Purchase Your Park Pass!
Whether walking, bicycling, driving, or riding the fare-free Island Explorer through the park,
all must pay the entrance fee.
The Acadia National Park $20 weekly pass ($10 in the shoulder seasons) and
$40 annual pass are available at the following locations in Maine:
• HULLS COVE VISITOR CENTER (off Rte. 3 in Hulls Cove)
• THOMPSON ISLAND INFORMATION STATION
(Rte. 3 before crossing onto MDI)
• SAND BEACH ENTRANCE STATION (on the Park Loop Road)
• BLACKWOODS CAMPGROUND (off Rte. 3 in Otter Creek)
• ACADIA NATIONAL PARK HEADQUARTERS
(on the Eagle Lake Road/Rte. 233 in Bar Harbor)
• SEAWALL CAMPGROUND (off Rte. 102A in Southwest Harbor)
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• JORDAN POND AND CADILLAC MTN. GIFT SHOPS
• MOUNT DESERT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
• VILLAGE GREEN BUS CENTER
(next to the Bar Harbor Village Green and Island Explorer transfer location)
Your park pass purchase makes possible vital maintenance projects in Acadia.
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Friends of Schoodic

SCHOODIC EDUCATION

R

(SERC) and the conversation turned to the
Junior Ranger Program and the Schoodic
Education Adventure (SEA).
The Junior Ranger Program teaches third
graders about the importance of our national parks and introduces them to the many different jobs that park rangers perform.
Students in the Junior Ranger Program get a
national park activity book to work with, to
explore nature and the environment in all
sorts of hands-on classes at school. They then
take a field trip to the park for training by
park rangers. At the Schoodic Junior Ranger
Day this spring, SERC hosted more than 50
students from four area schools. The kids took
a nature conservation walk, planted trees, and
played a flora and wildlife identification game.
They also participated in a search and rescue
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osemary and I are always amazed at
the stories our daughter, Jenny—a
first-year teacher at Valley Horizon
Elementary School in Yuma, Arizona—tells
us about her students. Jenny teaches a class
of 30 fifth-graders, 99% of whom are of
Mexican heritage. Almost all of Jenny’s students speak English as their second language,
and many have parents who do not speak
any English. Jenny’s students were awed by
the pieces of sea glass she gave them at the
beginning of the year. Many were unable to
understand where sea glass came from—one
student kept asking if it grew at the bottom
of the ocean. These same students were
unable to identify the porcupine in a picture
from the Ellsworth American we sent Jenny.
Few have ever seen the ocean, a lobster, snow,

Schoolchildren from Columbia Falls participate in Junior Ranger Day at Schoodic, April 2006

an eagle, or evergreen trees. Jenny says they
have little awareness of their environment,
understanding of the fragility of our natural
resources, or appreciation of the importance
of conservation. They are, however, fascinated when she talks about these topics or
tells stories about Maine.
The stories that Jenny tells us about her
students were brought into sharp focus by
the discussion at a recent Friends of Schoodic
meeting. We were talking about activities at
the Schoodic Education and Research Center
Friends of Acadia Journal

demonstration and explored national park
safety and rescue vehicles. Before returning
home at the end of their day at Schoodic, the
students took the Junior Ranger Pledge and
received Junior Ranger patches.
The Schoodic Education Adventure (SEA)
is for fifth through eighth grade students. SEA
students travel to Schoodic for a four-day
sleepover program that promotes protecting
and preserving natural and cultural resources.
SEA students take part in classroom activities and hands-on field programs in science,

math, language, and art. They assist research
scientists at Schoodic with identifying and
monitoring marine resources. They work
with park rangers conducting biological
inventories of the forest and resource mapping. They explore the beauty of nature with
artists from the National Park Service Artistin-Residence program.
The amazing experiences enjoyed by students in SERC youth programs juxtaposed
against the circumstances of Jenny’s students
has been the subject of numerous discussions between Rosemary and me. We talk
about how wonderful it would be to expand
access to programs such as Junior Ranger
and SEA. We consider ways to broaden educational opportunities at SERC and envision
the establishment of a children’s education
center offering year-round residential, online,
and outreach programs. We imagine the
impact that such a center could have on kids
across the nation, kids like Jenny’s fifthgraders in Yuma.
Unfortunately, while we see the significant opportunities, we also recognize the
tremendous challenges inherent in such a
vision. We understand that realizing such a
vision requires a great deal of time, imagination and, dedication, as well as significant
financial resources. For now Rosemary and
I find smaller ways to support the educational programs at Schoodic, as do the many
other Friends of Schoodic volunteers, all of
whom have an extraordinary level of energy
and commitment. FOS welcomes new participants, helpers, ideas, and suggestions. We
meet at 7 p.m. on the second Wednesday of
each month on the SERC campus. All are welcome. To find out more about FOS, visit us
on the web at www.friendsofschoodic.org or
contact us at P.O. Box 194, Prospect Harbor,
Maine 04609. We invite you to join us—our
only requirement is a love for Acadia National
Park and a special passion for the undeveloped splendor that is Schoodic. ❧

GARRY LEVIN is vice-chairman of Friends of
Schoodic, a committee of Friends of Acadia.
Fall 2006
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Chairman’s Letter

APPROACHING ACADIA

T

he morning of July 4th came early for
me in 2005. At Friends of Acadia we
were navigating the waters of a national search for our new president and CEO,
preparing for our annual benefit gala and auction, getting things lined up for our annual
meeting, readying the agenda for our summer board meeting, approaching major
donors for our land conservation bank and
the off-island transit hub site, plus coping
with the hundreds of other issues that are
always in need of attention. Frankly, I needed a break. Climbing on my bike, I decided
to play tourist.
Instead of heading for our beloved park, I
chose busy Route 3. On MDI, the bike lanes

ward shove. The exhaust smelled, I wanted
to be back on the carriage roads, and I was
chagrined by the hoots from behind that transitioned into something else when the hooters turned to face me and realized I was
almost sixty. The mountains of our island and
the scent of the ocean lured me across the
causeway to beautiful MDI and promised
that, even if I were a biking tourist, it would
be worth the trip. Flying along the shoulder
toward Hulls Cove and the ANP Visitor
Center, I lapsed into visions of gallops and
bike rides around the mountain, climbs up
the West Face, runs along Jordan Stream Trail,
hikes over Penobscot, and skis up, down, and
over this beautiful island.

“The mountains of our island and the scent of the ocean
lured me across the causeway to beautiful MDI and promised
that, even if I were a biking tourist, it would be worth the trip.”
were adequate, but as I crossed the causeway
to the mainland things became a little more
tricky. With hundreds of July 4th celebrators,
delivery trucks, and holiday floats whizzing
past me, I began to realize just how hard it
could be getting on and off MDI. I also wondered if I had a subliminal death wish. By the
time I reached Route 204 in Trenton, it was
a great relief to turn off onto the winding
country roads that eventually lead to Route 1.
Acres of floodplain fields and farmland that
even ten years ago were pristine had sprouted numerous residences. Roads that were
reputedly quiet teamed with the activity of
the shortcut across the Mud Creek Road from
Route 1 and the deliberate parade of commuters and vacationers to MDI. I rode the
twenty miles planning to abort the trip at my
daughter’s house in Lamoine, but found only
the goats and horses to greet me. Refilling my
water bottles, I headed home for Salisbury
Cove and began the approach to Acadia.
Back on Route 3, the traffic continued to
race by with an occasional truck nearly forcing me off the road. A stiff headwind had
built, giving the effect of a continual back-
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Today I would go to the Visitor Center,
renew my Park Pass, and then reward myself
with more biking—this time in the park.
Witch Hole and Eagle Lake were a grand step
up from Route 3. I pumped my way up the
access path, arrived on the lovely Witch Hole
carriage road, and gazed toward the Schoodic
Section of the park. The Route 3 journey
blurred, the park beckoned, and I knew that
for any traveler it would be worth it—even
if you come by bike!
July 4, 2006: Our new president, John
Courtin, is rowing his shell in our waters, we
are heading toward more friend-raising events
and meetings, and are immersed in transit
hub and land issues. The heaviness of the
air reminds us of our commitment to advocate for clean air and clean water and the federal government is short-changing its national parks. Would I still bike my butt off to get
here to volunteer to work on behalf of Acadia
and grab as much as I can of each day in the
park? You bet!

—Dianna K. Emory
Friends of Acadia Journal

Ed Monnelly

FRIENDS OF ACADIA
OPERATING PHILOSOPHY

To accomplish our mission,
1. We advocate. We advance park interests before Congress and the Maine Legislature, within the National Park Service and
other federal, state or local bodies, and among the general public.
2. We make grants. We raise private funds for select capital projects in Acadia and for its enlightened stewardship, creating
sustainable revenues through endowments where appropriate. We strive to supplement federal funds and services, not
replace them.
3. We nullify threats. We mobilize people and forge nonprofit alliances to neutralize threats to park and community
resources.
4. We promote excellent management.We speak for responsible users in the continual betterment of park operations.
5. We operate independently. We function as a free-standing nonprofit, supportive of the park but independent from it. We
reserve the right to differ respectfully.
6. We seek a broad membership. We seek to maximize the number of park defenders, stewards, and donors. We encourage
every visitor to join Friends of Acadia as a means of giving something back to the park for the privilege of experiencing it.
7. We enhance communities. We promote conservation in border communities through programs and grants that enhance
their natural character and complement park values.
8. We support volunteerism. We supply a corps of motivated volunteers to meet designated park needs, including the upkeep
of footpaths and carriage roads.
9. We produce tangible results. We achieve measurable results from programs and funds expended.
10. We leverage donated funds. We operate on a sound financial basis, leveraging member dues and other gifts to bring the
highest conservation return per donated dollar.

VISION
Friends of Acadia seeks an Acadia National Park that is the best funded, best managed, and best maintained national park
for its size and volume of use. Mount Desert Island is distinguished by its intact natural character and the quality of village life.
The air is clean, the water pure. Low-emissions public transit, funded primarily by park entry fees, contributes to conserving
Acadia’s special qualities. Park visitation conforms to sensible carrying capacities. People feel a powerful reverence for their
great national park and its host island. They want to keep this place beautiful for all generations. They help protect its outstanding natural, cultural, and economic attributes by supporting Friends of Acadia.
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Eiders in Flight

Mission
The mission of Friends of Acadia is to preserve and protect the outstanding natural beauty,
ecological vitality, and cultural distinctiveness of Acadia National Park and the surrounding
communities, and thereby to ensure a high quality experience for visitors and residents.
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