Purchase Your Park Pass!
Whether walking, driving, or skiing through the park, all must pay the entrance fee.

The Acadia National Park $20 weekly pass ($10 in the shoulder
seasons) and $40 annual pass are available at the following
locations in Maine:
YEAR-ROUND
ACADIA NATIONAL PARK HEADQUARTERS
(on the Eagle Lake Road/Rte. 233 in Bar Harbor)
MAY – NOVEMBER
HULLS COVE VISITOR CENTER
SAND BEACH ENTRANCE STATION
ISLAND EXPLORER/ACADIA NATIONAL PARK
INFORMATION CENTER
SEAWALL CAMPGROUND
BLACKWOODS CAMPGROUND
Park pass fees make possible vital maintenance projects in Acadia.

Peter Travers, courtesy of the Bar Harbor Times

FORESIGHT & GENEROSITY

Carriage Road in Acadia National Park

ESTATE PLANNING
Preserving and protecting those things that we all hold dear — our quality of
life, a distinctive heritage, and the integrity of Mount Desert Island’s
natural wonders — is a wise investment. You can help protect Acadia forever.
It’s simple. Add only one of the following sentences to your will, or a codicil:
1. I hereby give ______ % of my residuary estate to Friends of
Acadia, Inc., a Maine charitable corporation, P.O. Box 45,
Bar Harbor, Maine 04609, for its charitable purposes.
2. I hereby bequeath $_________ to Friends of Acadia, Inc.,
a Maine charitable corporation, P.O. Box 45, Bar Harbor, Maine
04609, for its charitable purposes.
3. I hereby devise the following property to Friends of Acadia,
Inc., a Maine charitable corporation, P.O. Box 45, Bar Harbor,
Maine 04609, for its charitable purposes: [legal description of
property].

For more information, contact Lisa Horsch at 1-800-625-0321,
email her at lisahorsch@friendsofacadia.org, or visit our
website at www.friendsofacadia.org.
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Friends of Schoodic

SCHOODIC EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER

W

collaboration and outreach among partners,
and provides access to a repository of information and other resources.
Making innovative reuse of the former
Navy base, the SERC campus will feature a
state of the art conference center, laboratory,
office, and meeting space, and a variety of
lodging and food service options when renovation and construction are complete. A
central feature of the campus is the historic
Rockefeller building, an impressive stone
structure patterned on the architecture of the
Acadia carriage path gatehouses, which will
be preserved for visitors, possibly as an interpretive center.
The SERC facilities are operated and managed by Acadia Partners for Science and
Learning, a local nonprofit agency established
by the National Park Service. Acadia Partners
is also working to develop partnerships with
research laboratories, universities, public
schools, other nonprofits, and government

Pauline V. Angione

hether speaking with a
Gouldsboro resident interested
in what is happening in her community, a retired Navy warrant officer stationed at Schoodic 20 years ago, an academician seeking a quiet educational environment, or a curious park visitor, when
Rosemary and I volunteer at the Gatehouse,
we are always excited to talk about The
Schoodic Education and Research Center
(SERC). In its first full year of operation,
SERC is already impacting Acadia National
Park and the Schoodic District in exciting
ways. The activity at SERC is stimulating and
the potential exhilarating.
Located at the tip of the Schoodic
Peninsula on Big Moose Island, and surrounded by healthy mudflat and marsh habitats as well as stately spruce and fir woodlands, SERC’s coastal campus is a unique
site for study and research in a wide range of
fields including the natural sciences, applied

The Rockefeller Building at the Schoodic Education and Research Center.

sciences, social sciences, and arts. It is also a
special place to understand the natural and
cultural forces shaping our region, the nation,
and world.
One of sixteen research learning centers
that the National Park Service is establishing,
SERC promotes understanding, protection,
and conservation of our natural and cultural resources, and facilitates interdisciplinary
research at the local, regional, national, and
international levels. SERC also develops innovative education and stewardship programs
for people of all ages and abilities, supports
Friends of Acadia Journal

agencies to enrich SERC programs by extending them beyond the park’s boundaries and
promoting public outreach. Additionally,
Acadia Partners is supporting efforts to study
sustainable development on the Downeast
coast by providing area communities and
organizations with information to help them
make sound decisions about resources.
Focusing on people and planning as well as
science and research, such efforts could also
lead to the development of healthy communities throughout the nation and world.
In 2005, the SERC facilities were used by

the University of Massachusetts for a spider
research project, McGill University for
research into invasive crab species, Colby
College for an environmental policy program,
College of the Atlantic for a faculty retreat,
and the University of Maine for a variety of
research projects and seminars. SERC also
hosted events and organizations such as the
Downeast Regional Envirothon Competition,
the Acadia Senior College, the Maine Scenic
Byway Commission, Maine Department of
Education teacher workshops, the Penobscot
Nation Language Revitalization Program, and
the Quebec Labrador Foundation’s Mideast
Environmental Fellowship program. SERC is
also home to the Schoodic Education
Adventure (SEA), a three-day residential
National Park Service program offering curriculum-based science education for 5th-8th
graders, and hosts NPS Artists in Residence
who pursue their art in a variety of media and
provide instruction to SEA students and programs to the public. In all, SERC hosted over
50 events with more than 1,600 participants this year.
As members of Friends of Schoodic (FOS),
Rosemary and I are eager to promote the
Schoodic Education and Research Center. The
success of SERC is important to our region
and to FOS volunteers, all of whom have an
extraordinary level of energy and commitment
to the Schoodic District of Acadia National
Park. FOS welcomes new participants,
helpers, ideas, and suggestions. We meet at
7:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each
month on the SERC campus. We can be found
on the web at www.friendsofschoodic.org
or contacted at P.O. Box 194, Prospect Harbor,
ME 04669. We invite you to join us — the
only requirement is love for Acadia National
Park and a special passion for the undeveloped splendor that is Schoodic.
For additional information on the Schoodic
Education and Research Center, SERC programs, and SERC partnership opportunities
visit www.acadiapartners.org.❧
— Garry Levin
GARRY LEVIN is vice-chairman of Friends of
Schoodic, a committee of Friends of Acadia.
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LESSONS LEARNED
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s I look back over the years and reflect
on some of my more challenging
moments in Acadia, I admit that
much of the trouble I’ve gotten myself into
could have been avoided if I (and others) had
heeded Park cautions.
One of my more dramatic moments on
the carriage roads occurred when an
unleashed dog lunged repeatedly at my horse,
Trina, barking wildly as his owner looked on.
Trina wheeled tightly in circles, kicking out
in panic at the dog. Eventually, she reared,
fell backwards over the coping stone-lined
embankment, and pinned me under her legs.
No injuries occurred and we all went on our
way after sharing a few choice words. Lesson:
there are reasons the park asks us to leash our
dogs. This illustrates one of them.
A crisp fall day found my friend Lib and
me scrambling up the West Face of Cadillac.
Ice covered the rock face and, even with icegrippers, our trip was a challenge. Part way
up the worst of it, we decided to abandon
our plan. Digging into the ice with our fingernails and sliding rapidly down on our bottoms, we tried to make use of our worn-down
Stablicer cleats. Lesson: check your gear and
use good judgment about where you go in
bad conditions.
My friend Clare and I chose a frigid but
bright winter afternoon to ski from Jordan
Pond up the Cadillac Mtn. Road on a lot of
ice and not much snow. At the summit, with
the wind howling and the snow beginning to
come down fast, we acknowledged that it was
getting dark, we had no food or winter emergency gear, and it could be a little sketchy
getting back to the car. Lesson: pack sensibly
with provisions for emergencies and take daylight hours into consideration.
Bike racing down Sargent Drive, Ben (my
husband) and I thrilled to the fabulous Somes
Sound view. Happily, I turned to yell a joke
at him. My bike veered slightly, hit the soft
shoulder, and careened wildly as I flew over
the handlebars. Ben watched in horror as my
body skidded along the pavement and my
head slammed into a coping stone. Many
stitches later, my arm and hand were repaired.
My battered helmet, which had gallantly held
my face inches above the asphalt, had also

Dianna with a friend.

“One snowy afternoon, I took
a shortcut in order to get
home before nightfall. As the
flakes multiplied and blinded
me, I realized that I had lost
the trail...”
suffered quite a dent when it hit the granite
coping stone. Please, wear your helmets.
Despite the many times I have combed
Acadia’s trails, there are still occasions for confusion. One snowy afternoon, I took a shortcut in order to get home before nightfall. As
the flakes multiplied and blinded me, I realized that I had lost the trail in the dusk. No
one knew where I was and I had no headlamp. Lesson: leave a note or a phone message letting someone know where you are
going, and carry a map and a light.
Several weeks ago, I grabbed one of the
last days of fall to set out for a long adventure, and stuffed my water, food, and emergency supplies into my backpack. Parking
at Eagle Lake, I ran to Aunt Betty’s and over

to Jordan Cliffs. I went up the East Cliffs trail,
delighting in the extraordinary view at the
top of Sargent Mountain. Down to lovely
Sargent Pond, up Penobscot, and down the
new Spring Trail. Trotting around Jordan
Pond, I cut up the Pond Trail, climbed
Pemetic, and dropped to Bubble Pond. Across
Bubble Pond, the West Face of Cadillac beckoned. Slipping and sliding over the wet cedar
tips that coated the rock face, I made my way
up to a favorite perch. My thoughts focused
on that day on the ice with Lib. Skidding
down the rock, I shakily crept to the more
level part of the trail and headed back.
Cadillac would wait for another day. As I ran
to Eagle Lake, I contemplated lessons learned.
Enjoy your time in Acadia, be safe, and be
sensible. In the summer if you do get into
trouble, those fit young Ridge Runners who
are available to assist you are there thanks to
Friends of Acadia. The mounted ranger who
gave you directions? Acadia’s Mounted
Ranger Program is supported by FOA, too!

— Dianna K. Emory
Friends of Acadia Journal

FRIENDS OF ACADIA
OPERATING PHILOSOPHY

Tom Blagden, Jr.

To accomplish our mission,
1. We advocate. We advance park interests before Congress and the Maine Legislature, within the National Park Service and
other federal, state or local bodies, and among the general public.
2. We make grants. We raise private funds for select capital projects in Acadia and for its enlightened stewardship, creating
sustainable revenues through endowments where appropriate. We strive to supplement federal funds and services, not
replace them.
3. We nullify threats. We mobilize people and forge nonprofit alliances to neutralize threats to park and community
resources.
4. We promote excellent management. We speak for responsible users in the continual betterment of park operations.
5. We operate independently. We function as a free-standing nonprofit, supportive of the park but independent from it. We
reserve the right to differ respectfully.
6. We seek a broad membership. We seek to maximize the number of park defenders, stewards, and donors. We encourage
every visitor to join Friends of Acadia as a means of giving something back to the park for the privilege of experiencing it.
7. We enhance communities. We promote conservation in border communities through programs and grants that enhance
their natural character and complement park values.
8. We support volunteerism. We supply a corps of motivated volunteers to meet designated park needs, including the upkeep
of footpaths and carriage roads.
9. We produce tangible results. We achieve measurable results from programs and funds expended.
10. We leverage donated funds. We operate on a sound financial basis, leveraging member dues and other gifts to bring the
highest conservation return per donated dollar.

Full Moon over Sargent Mtn.

VISION
Friends of Acadia seeks an Acadia National Park that is the best funded, best managed, and best maintained national park for
its size and volume of use. Mount Desert Island is distinguished by its intact natural character and the quality of village life. The
air is clean, the water pure. Low-emissions public transit, funded primarily by park entry fees, contributes to conserving Acadia’s
special qualities. Park visitation conforms to sensible carrying capacities. People feel a powerful reverence for their great national
park and its host island. They want to keep this place beautiful for all generations. They help protect its outstanding natural,
cultural, and economic attributes by supporting Friends of Acadia.
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Mission
The mission of Friends of Acadia is to preserve and protect the outstanding natural beauty,
ecological vitality, and cultural distinctiveness of Acadia National Park and the surrounding
communities, and thereby to ensure a high quality experience for visitors and residents.
Friends of Acadia 43 Cottage Street PO Box 45 Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 207 288-3340 1 800 625-0321

